Legislative Office

Procedures

Through the Eyes of an
Opposition Researcher



Roll Call Votes




" A
Make Sure Your Boss Votes

Wednesday, February 18, 2009 HOUSE JOURNAL — 18% Day 311

HB 5470 ON THIRD READING
(by Ryan)

HB 5470, A bill to be entitled An Act relating to the elimination of all taxes.
HB 5470, was passed by (Record 123): 148 Yeas, 0 Nays. 1 Present, not voting.
Yeas — Andrews; Bandera; Calhoun...Zavala
Present, not voting — Mr. Speaker (C)

Absent — Your boss



"
Always Correct Votes

Wednesday, February 18, 2009 HOUSE JOURNAL — 18% Day 311

HB 5470 ON THIRD READING
(by Ryan)

HB 5470, A bill to be entitled An Act relating to the elimination of all faxes.
HB 5470, was passed by (Record 123): 148 Yeas, 0 Nays, 1 Present. not voting.
Yeas — Andrews; Bandera; Calhoun...Zavala
Present, not voting — Mr. Speaker (C)
Absent — Your boss
STATEMENTS OF VOTE
When Record No. 123 was taken, I was in the house but away from my desk. I

would have voted vyes.
Your boss



Try to Limit Flip-flopping

STATEMENTS OF VOTE

| was shown voting no on Record No. 87. | intended to vote yes.
Your boss

| was shown voting yes on Record No. 88. | intended to vote no.
Your boss

| was shown voting yes on Record No. 89. | think | intended to
vote no. Hell, I'm not sure how | wanted to vote.

Your boss




Scheduling




" A
Limit Personal Information

repjohnjohnson@state.house.tx.us

Subject: Dinner with William Wallace (Lobbyist)
Location: McDonald's

Start: Tue 1/18/2011 7:00 PM

End: Tue 1/18/2011 9:00 PM

Recurrence: (none)

William wants to talk to you about building a prison in the district so that Guantanamo Bay prisoners can be
transferred there.

He also wants you to author a bill which he says will make y'all thousands of dollars.

Ask him how the kids are: John (15) and Katherine (10). Don't ask about his wife (Barbara), as they are going
through a nasty divorce.



" S
List Actual Events / Not All Event Requests
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Member & Staff

Travel




State vs. Political Travel

MONTHLY FIMANCIAL STATEMENT PAGE 3
097277100 14.19)
DECEMBER 2009 - FISCAL YEAR 2010
5706
PERCENT OF YEAR ELAPSED  33.33%
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EMCUMBRANCES
Personal Car Mileage 60008865 10722709 304 .67
60009009 12/03/09 Chief of Staff 389.67
&S0009059 12721709 315.72

TOTAL Personal Car Mileage 1,010.06



" A
State vs. Political Travel

Based on campaign finance report data, events in
the district that day included:

Officeholder filed their campaign
re-election paperwork.

Officeholder held a campaign
fundraiser that night.

Opponent will say tax dollars paid for campaign act Ivities.



"
Travel Tips

Do not have the state pay for travel if
campaign events are involved, even |f
legitimate state business is being done.

When In doubt, pay for travel from the
) campaign account.




Legislation




"
I’'m (Not) Just a BIll

Know why your boss Is authoring legislation.

i

Is It because the district wants/needs it?

Or

Is it for a lobbyist?
Is It for a major campaign donor?




" A
Districts for Sale

Joe Smith donates $90,000 to Rep. James. In October 2008.

Rep. James files a bill to create an Economic Development
District in January 2009.

New EcoDevo District only has one voter in it (Joe Smith).
Why did Joe Smith want the new district?

Newly formed district votes to increase the sales tax by $.01.
The proposition passes 1-0.

Joe Smith wanted to create an infrastructure so he could
develop his business/property venture further.



The Internet &

Social Media

“The Iinternet isn’t written In
pencil. It’'s written in ink.”



Social Media

(11 Tube,

foursquare)

1 ##



"
Smile, you're on a campaign mailer!



For Your Eyes Only? No

Every...
Email

Attachment viewed
Document

Can be retrieved from your computer or server.

$ % %
Y ##



Office

Communications




Chain of Command

Require a chain of command for all
communications between your
office and constituents. This
Includes:

Calls asking for positions on issues
Constituent letters & emails
Press releases & newsletters



Legislator vs. Staff

The public sees them as one
and the same.



One Story, Two Versions



Final Reminders

In politics...
Perception Is reality



